
March 25, 2019 
 
 
 
 

Dear FGID Fence Property Owner, 
 

In 1990, a majority of Foxridge residents voted to establish the Foxridge General Improvement District 
(FGID) to maintain Foxridge common landscapes, entries, sprinklers, and also fences, such as the one that 
borders your property.  These fences, which run along perimeter and main thoroughfare streets, are a 
community asset supported by property taxes on all Foxridge properties.  They were built in the 1990's, are 
nearing the end of their lives, and are starting to look bad enough to reduce the "drive-up appeal" for 
homebuyers looking at Foxridge.  For the past three years, your FGID representatives, along with many 
Foxridge Improvement Association (FIA) members, have been working to replace these aging fences.  
Recently, the FGID Board of Directors directed staff to gather neighborhood feedback from Foxridge 
residents via an online questionnaire.  The results showed that 74% of respondents are willing to pay for 
fence replacement and 66% selected Trex as the material.  As a result, the City will likely put an FGID tax 
increase and bond measure on the November 2019 ballot. If a majority of Foxridge voters approve this 
measure, the Foxridge fence bordering your property can be replaced, with its cost shared by all 934 
Foxridge properties.  We say "can" and not "will" because your actions on the attached "Easement and Bill 
of Sale" ("Document") are necessary to allow this fence replacement to actually happen should the tax 
increase be approved. 

 
As plans were made to replace the fences, the City received letters from a few citizens who questioned 
whether the FGID has ever had the legal right to replace or maintain the fences.   Arapahoe County had not 
done all the legal paperwork to obtain the formal property rights to build new fences in the 1990's and 
maintain them thereafter.  The City inherited this oversight and is now faced with possible problems 
along the lines of “Who owns the fences?"  Common sense says that the FGID exists to provide these 
fences, pay for them, and should be able to replace them.  But these legal technicalities have blocked all 
efforts to move forward with replacement of our community fences.  In order to resolve these questions, 
we and the FGID ask you to carefully read and sign the enclosed document confirming that the FGID 
owns the fence bordering your land ("Bill of Sale") and granting the FGID limited legal rights 
("Easement") to replace, repair, and protect it in a 1-foot wide strip of your land beneath and near it. 

 
There was negative feedback to the initial version of the document that the City mailed to the western part 
of Foxridge in late 2018.  People objected to having the strip be 5-feet wide, which could have imperiled 
existing trees, structures, and landscaping that posed no realistic threat to the integrity of the fence.  The 
City listened to this feedback, reduced the easement width from 5 feet to 1 foot, and removed/clarified 
other language.   

 
Below is what we have learned from our research, which may help you understand what rights the City is 
asking for and why we believe they are reasonable. An attorney from Altitude Community Law reviewed 
both the easement document and this cover letter; we wanted to ensure that our interpretations were on- 
target.  In addition, City staff is holding two meetings at Southglenn Library (Thursday, April 18th from 
noon to 1 pm and 6 to 7 pm) in order to answer questions and discuss concerns.  In addition, a notary 
public will be available should you be ready to sign. We do caution you that we are not lawyers and urge 
you to get your own legal advice if you have any doubts. 

 
According to Legal Dictionary, an easement is: 

 
... a legal right to occupy or use another person's land for specific purposes.  The use of the land 
is limited, and the original owner retains legal title to the land. A legally binding easement must 
be made in writing and refer to the exact location stipulated in the property's deed. Easements 



most commonly grant utility companies access for the purpose of installing and 
maintaining power, phone, and cable lines, as well as for water drainage purposes. 
Easements are also granted for access to a variety of facilities for maintenance, repair 
and/or replacement on the land. 

 
Our plain-English summary of the document's main points are enumerated below: 

 
Near the end of the first paragraph, you are conveying ownership of the fence itself, but not the 
land, to the FGID.  This removes any doubt about who owns the fence along your property line 
that the FGID built and maintained in the past and will hopefully replace with a new fence in the 
near future. This is the part of the document that makes it a Bill of Sale. 

 
The rest of the document is easement language about the "Premises," a 1-foot wide strip of 
your land along your lot line where the fence runs. You still own this land but are granting FGID 
the following limited rights that they need to perform fence construction and maintenance: 

 
1.  FGID contractors are allowed to enter your 1-foot wide strip of land to work on the fence. They may also move 
or remove objects or materials within the strip that weaken or impede the fence, but they must give you a chance to 
fix any such issues first. 
2.  FGID contractors will replace the fence in its current location if possible.  If slight repositioning is necessary, it 
will not be moved closer to your home without your prior written consent. 
3.  You may not build, place, or plant any item that could damage or weaken the fence within this 1-foot wide strip 
without prior approval.  For example, you cannot plant a tree so close to the fence that it will push the fence out of 
line as it grows, nor can you use the fence as your retaining wall or hang items from the fence.  If you are worried 
about something that already sits within the 1-foot wide strip, you can get prior written clearance before you sign the 
document.    To do this, just contact us, and someone will review and approve pre- clearance conditions if the objects 
are not likely to weaken/damage the fence. Any tie-in of your private fence(s) to the community fence is certainly 
allowed. 
4.  To the extent that is practical, the FGID will restore all of your affected property, including not just the 1-foot 
wide strip, but also any adjoining property that was accessed by the workers, to its condition prior to the fence work. 
The exception is things that had to be done to protect the fence, like the trimming of shrubs or trees. 
5.  After getting your permission, FGID contractors can walk on those parts of your property that immediately adjoin 
the 1-foot wide strip in order to work on the fence from the inside.  They have no granted rights to move or remove 
anything of yours in this adjoining part of your property. 
6.  The FGID has the right to do any necessary subsurface and/or sideways work within the 1-foot wide strip, 
ensuring that the fence has good support from below and that nothing is pushing or pulling on it from the inside. 
7.  Prior to any work being done on the fence, the FGID will make a reasonable attempt to tell you the schedule and 
scope of work. 
8.  If the FGID abandons the fence, all property interests you had before signing the document go back to you. 
9. You are telling the FGID that you own your property and are legally able to execute the document. 

 
By returning a notarized, signed copy of the document to the City, this fence replacement project 
can move forward. If you have any concerns or questions, we urge you to attend one of the 
community meetings at Southglenn Library, Meeting Rooms A and B, on Thursday, April 18th 
from noon to 1 pm or 6 to 7 pm. 

 
Best regards,  

  
Martha Riley   Edward Bain  Elliott Sutta 

Foxridge General Improvement District Representatives 

foxridge.gid.reps@gmail.com 

  


