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Thank you to all those who provided their input by participating in the January follow-up 
fence survey. We value the feedback and appreciate the many comments and questions 
submitted by our community members. At this time, the Fence Committee would like to 
provide you with some answers to the most common questions we received during this 
survey process, as we strive to find a consensus of opinion among our community. The 
following Q&A list is intended to answer these and other questions that have surfaced as 
we move through the process of planning for the future. If you have further questions or 
comments that have not been addressed and would like to speak more with a fence 
committee representative feel free to reach out to us at foxridge.gid.reps@gmail.com. 
 
1.  Do the January survey results mean we will definitely have a mill levy election in 
the fall? 
No, however, the results indicate that there is  notable interest in replacing the GID fences 
through an increased mill levy.  We will present a proposal to the City Council and they will 
make the final decision about an election. 
 
2.  Does the city know about this project? 
Yes.  City staff has been working with the GID Representatives for over a year and the 
District 3 Council Members are aware of our project. 
 
3.  Why don’t those with property adjacent to GID fences pay the full cost or at least 
more than those who don’t have a GID fence?   
The General Improvement District (GID) fences are considered a community asset that 
benefits all of Foxridge by bringing an attractive and cohesive appearance to our 
neighborhood.  This is similar to paying for schools, even though you don't have school age 
children, and paying for fire protection, even though your house isn't burning. 
 GIDsare local taxing entities created for the purpose of constructing, operating or 
maintaining specific public improvements or certain services within the district. The FGID 
was formed and approved by a majority of Foxridge property owners in 1990 via petition. 
By law, we continue to operate under the rules set forth by the GID origination documents 
that funding for all of our projects comes from property taxes based on a mill levy 
assessment from all property owners.  A major portion of funding is spent on fencing.  
Projects include: 
 • Fence maintenance and repair, as well as replacement when needed 
 • Common area and street rights-of-way cleanup and weed eradication 
 • Irrigation system maintenance, operation and repair 
 • Tree and shrub trimming, spraying and fertilizing 
 • Entrance utilities, care and improvements of entry gardens, including 
     repair of wall damage due to car crashes. 
GID fences are perimeter fences along Quebec and interior thoroughfare street fences such 
as those along Mineral Avenue, Otero Avenue and Monaco - roughly 3 miles of fence.   



 
4.  Who gets to vote if a mill levy increase goes to election? 
Colorado registered voters who either own property in Foxridge and/or live in Foxridge 
would receive a mail-in ballot.    
 
5.  Is there enough current GID income to refurbish the fences, relieving the need for 
a mill levy election? 
No. City of Centennial Finance and Planning Department staff members agree that FGID 
income has not kept up with expenses in the last 27 years.  Annual income in 1990 was 
$45,000; despite 27 years of inflation and increased cost for materials and labor, today it is 
only $55,000, due to Colorado’s TABOR and Gallagher legislation.  Of that $55,000, about 
$30,000 supports such operational expenses such as those listed in Question 3.  The 
remaining $25,000 is earmarked for yearly maintenance of our aging fences, such as picket 
and post replacement, power washing and staining.  To make matters worse, the mill levy 
is due to drop in 2018, further reducing the income we need for our projects.  
 
Estimated cost for refurbishment based on the “Stauch Fence Study” is $333,650. 
Presuming $150,000 of available GID fund balance was applied toward this cost, it would 
take an additional 7-1/2 years to complete the refurbishment.   In addition, this effort does 
not include the annual, ongoing staining, estimated at $26,250 each year.  Hence, even to 
engage in a fence refurbishment project, some amount of mill levy increase would be 
needed to keep up with required maintenance. There is no guarantee that the suggested 
refurbishment efforts would sufficiently extend the life expectancy of Foxridge fences.  
 
6.  Is there another way besides a mill levy election to increase GID funds? 
No. The only GID income source is through property taxes via the mill levy. 
 
7.  Why was Trex selected over cedar?   
Of the 219 September survey respondents who indicated a desire to replace the fences, 145 
(46%) selected a composite, such as Trex and 74 (23%) chose cedar.  With the survey 
results, further research, consultations with area communities and contractors, and 
guidance from THK Consultants, Trex was selected because replacement with Trex has the 
following advantages: 
 

 Most cost-effective solution over time 

 Sharp new updated look 
 Little or no maintenance for up to 40+ years 
 No staining – ever 

 
8.  Why 6-foot high fences? 
Six-foot high fences are standard for use in neighborhoods such as Foxridge these days. 
Composite material pickets come standard in six-foot lengths. Installing a five-foot high 
fence would necessitate a costly and time-consuming effort to cut off 12 inches from 
pickets.  The design consultants at THK advise that six-foot heights would work well in 
Foxridge.  An example of a six-foot Trex fence can be seen at the southwest corner of Dry 
Creek and Holly at Mira Vista. 



 
9.  Do fence committee members all own property next to GID fences? 
No. Most (66%) committee members do not own property adjacent to GID fences.  
 
10.  Why hasn’t a property boundary survey been done? 
It could cost as much as $60,000 to conduct a land survey to determine whether existing 
GID fences are on private property or in public rights-of-way.  This expense would be about 
the same amount of income the GID receives each year for all of its projects.  Results of such 
a survey would not change the anticipated location of new fences because they would be 
positioned in the same location where they exist today.   
 
11.  Why haven’t the fences been better maintained over the past few years? 
With concerns of the fence rotting, warping and looking decrepit, the decision was made to 
conserve money to use toward new fences, rather than waste GID funds on fences that 
might be replaced. January survey results have reinforced this decision as 72% of 
respondents indicated a desire to keep extra funds in reserve to use toward the next step in 
our project.  
 
12.  Was it necessary to spend GID funds on a consultant?   
The GID Representatives and committee members are all volunteers, and professional help 
was needed to guide the efforts in gathering community input and making design decisions 
for the neighborhood. The survey method used is an accepted and standard way of 
collecting public feedback and input on projects ranging from small neighborhood 
improvement projects to multi-million dollar public and park improvement projects.  
 
13.  How will a fence company be selected to replace the fences? 

For a project this large, should a mill levy election pass, City rules require putting the fence 
project out for competitive bid to get the best contractor/cost combination for efficient use 
of GID money.  
 
14.  How would homeowners with new GID fences be held accountable to maintain 
and protect the fences? 
The City will help us develop guidelines to be provided to GID fence homeowners.   
 
15.  What is the Foxridge Improvement Association’s position on the fence options?  
The FIA is neutral.  The FIA is supporting the process by forming the Ad Hoc Fence 
Committee and allowing communications to be placed in Foxtales and on the FIA website.  
As elected representatives of the neighborhood, FIA board members are also providing 
feedback to the committee to help make sure all voices are being heard.   
 
16.  What is the plan if a mill levy vote fails? 
The GID Representatives would coordinate with the City to find a volunteer or a paid 
project manager to work with a vendor to repair and stain the worst reaches of fence and 
identify and prioritize other reaches.  These other sections would have to wait until funds 
become available each year.  Limited funds would only allow small sections of the 3.3 miles 
of fence to be maintained and stained each year.  
 



17.  I have been receiving information that contradicts articles presented in Foxtales 
and on the FIA website.  What am I supposed to believe? 
 
Information reported to the community through official sites such as Foxtales, community 
meetings, and the website is the only information that has been reviewed and supported by 
City officials and THK consultants.  If you are hearing contradictory information from other 
sources, please feel free to contact the GID reps at foxridge.gid.reps@gmail.com for 
clarifications. 
 
 
 


